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Welcoming a Summer of Growing
Together

It is the season when we are drawn together beneath the welcome
shade gifted by the scorching midsummer sun, and when our
society grows richer and more abundant with the many lives and
stories that flourish like the lush leaves of summer.

In this summer issue, we feature the vibrant lives of those who are
forging their own paths in South Korea—a place where we work
and live—as well as the spirit of “coexistence” that our society is
building together.

Under the slogan of “The Republic of Korea, broadened by
inclusion and growing together through diversity,” the Korea
Immigration Service held the 19th “Togetherday” commemorative
ceremony on May 20.

It was a meaningful gathering where approximately 700 Koreans
and foreign nationals—including diplomatic envoys from 32
countries based in Korea, filled the Yongsan Art Hall and came
together to share the spirit of harmony and mutual prosperity.

In addition, this summer issue features a wide range of stories,
from a researcher from Turkiye pursuing his dreams in Korea
through the “K-STAR Visa Track,” to the vibrant scenes of the
Ansan Multicultural Village Special Zone—a microcosm of the
global community—and the stories of staff members who have
warmly embraced foreigners and compatriots in various settings
across the country.

The Korea Immigration Service is also pushing forward with
various policies for immigrants with a passion as intense as the
scorching sun.

Last April, we appointed new members of the Immigrant Mentor
Group to help immigrants adapt to Korean society, and expanded
the number of “Overseas Korean Support Centers Nationwide”
from 23 to 37, bringing us one step closer to the 860,000 overseas
compatriots.

Last June, we established the “Migrant Rights Division,” taking

a new step toward eliminating gaps in the protection of foreign
nationals’ human rights.

The Korea Immigration Service will continue to strive to build the
Republic of Korea where Korean and foreign nationals can coexist
and thrive together.

| hope you all have a healthy and fruitful summer. Thank you.

Cha Yong-ho,

Commissioner
Korea Immigration Service
Ministry of Justice
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KIS Zone Briefly KIS

QITIZAKIO! AAITOIS QIS

= o [ (=
QIZOINSSFH | W

xi I E *-l I aX Aol MY, 71, %’é* S 2Yst= 243200
O

st A2k F5HK| Zafl ol2dEE
In the Population Decline Areas, smaII business owners—such as
those running restaurants, shops, and farms—are struggling to find

Special Exemption for Hiring Foreign workers.

Workers” Newly Established for Small
Business Owners in Population-
Decline Areas

CIE)H=2) =12 1 ol ook K| S5l R=21H(F-2-R)
o201 18

(Mshi=ol =2l glolx U 27 250 X|of Esisd f4-0lx|
(F2-R)1H 18

(Previously) Must have at least one Korean employee to hire a foreign
worker on the “Regional Specialized Residency Visa (F-2-R)”
(Change) Even without Korean employees, a foreign worker on
the “Regional Specialized Residency (F-2-R) Visa” may be hired
if certain requirements are met

Where?
[ ]
2 M= 897H elzAxX|o Qlzol
2 243203583 X|AE3ted 24-01H(F-2-R) HIXF AKX}
Tz} EANIR-S AR A
0 sy 3 Ot 2Ys A, M OiE 1242 of&t
L %[22 21 T 1949 O|AF
89 Population Decline Areas ( |2 2 gz 1942 Ole)
2 Eligible Small Business Sectors Foreign nationals: Holders of the Regional Specialized Residency
Manufacturing, Wholesale and Retail, Food Service (F-2-R) Visa
Agricultural Corporations Business: A business that has been in operation for at least 3 years,
with sales of at least 100 million won in the previous year (or an
average of at least 100 million won over the last 2 years)
How? When?
=D B A8 29 717k 20261 58 18 ~ 2027 128 31
Sign an employment contract Pilot Program Period May 18, 2026 — December 31, 2027
K|Sk HIXE FHM EF@ARIRIH)
Obtain a letter of recommendation for the Regional X|oigta AakZol IREMER
Specialized Residency (F-2-R) Visa (from the provincial OIAZEAK|H0fl M AAFTOIL=0IEH010| UK Q7HS ZH=md X|oI=513
gevemments) S4OIRY(F-2-R) IRIE 1l 2201 B 4 IEE 8 Al
e SU=-2|T el HMe| S7HEIFRI HHs 7t §) What is the Special Employment Exemption for Small Business
Obtain approval from the local immigration office with Owners to Revitalize Local Economies?
jurisdiction (e.g., Approval for Change of Status of It is a system that enables small business owners and agricultural
Sojourn) corporations in Population Decline Areas to hire foreign nationals
=%\ holdnrjg the Beg|onal Specialized Residency (F-2-R) Visa, if they meet
certain requirements.
Commence employment
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Refugee applicants will
now receive living costs ’

support through ‘Card
111
,ny

(

Points’

oi0| E2kEN?
What will change?

43 A510IR) 28 7} 50| ofete] &
|GI=ZIE) S2ptco] ZelE X1
OIE X|Z W HRR} 2270 Rt BEIS

2510 22|FIE T} FIEHOIE X2

b

—OEJ
1=

Existing Method (Cash Bank Transfer)

Inconvenient due to difficulties in opening a bank account

New Method (Card Points)

Points are credited to Woori Card

How Card Points Are Issued

The Ministry of Justice sends (transfers) the list of eligible
recipients to Woori Card, and Woori Card credits the card points

IHE X2 2=
What is the monthly support
amount?

< 47AH| X[ 214 DA|(HPE, 23H) >
< Notice on Living Cost Support Amounts
(Ministry of Justice, 2023) >

M SR ERNEL
Household Size Monthly Payment Amount
191 713 1-person household 583,4002!(won)
291 7172 2-person household 978,00024(won)

39l 7}72 3-person household 1,258,4002(won)

491 7132 4-person household 1,536,3002(won)
591 7} 5 or more persons 1,807,3002!(won)

X EYUS-QARUXIAME YXH=50% Xl

N

% Residents of Immigration Reception Center receive 50% of the amount

2026 SUMMER vol.76
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LITIALIE A HIHIRE?

e s e ©
What is the Living Cost Support for
Refugee Applicants?

FEIHARIMHERIOA F 40| Mst=l= &=7] 6712 BLI0llAM
7|20l MBS RXIE 4 YEE K|l HiE

A, X} HR0FSHIR], 2 -FHol| SOZ £20|

It is a government program that helps refugee applicants to maintain
a basic standard of living during the initial six-month period during
which their employment is restricted.

% Priority recipients

Pregnant women, the elderly, those accompanied by infants or

young children, and refugee applicants who need assistance due to
iliness or disability

TOIE AIBME?
e Where can the points be used?

712Xl datof g5t 2
ASE O|F HUE F0f|
M E7HESE
FEARLYS, TS, 32| 53

ROIMTEAE

=H| | S, Sz ER

on

May only be used for basic living expenses

Purchases of groceries, clothing, and daily necessities |
Transportation costs | Payment of telecommunications and utility
bills, etc.

Prohibited uses

Entertainment and gambling-related businesses, e-commerce,
and international money transfers
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When will this take effect?
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Starting in September 2026, Card Points will begin to be
provided to new recipients

Starting in 2027, support will be provided exclusively
through Card Points.
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( “Top-Tier Visa" for the World's Leading

Researchers: What Has Changed?

South Korea has expanded its L 3
“Top-Tier Visa” program to enable world-class

science and technology talent to conduct

research and live in the country. AI

Find out more in this Q&A.

) Y“C 4
L®

|

Everything You
Need to Know
About the Top-Tier
Visa (F-2-T)!

New Eligibility Criteria
Outstanding overseas
professors and
researchers

(Effective June 1, 2026)

Permanent Residency
Application

Reduced from 5 years
to 3 years

Accompanying

Family Members

Spouse and minor children
(granted F-2 visa), parents
and domestic workers
(granted F-1 visa)

2026 SUMMER vol.76

ﬂ What is the most significant change to the recent “Top-Tier Visa” program?

Y Previously, the program focused primarily on corporate research personnel in cutting-edge
industries such as semiconductors, artificial intelligence (Al), and biotechnology. However,
starting in June 2026, the eligibility has been expanded to include “university professors and
researchers in science and technology fields.”

ﬂ Who is eligible to apply?

Y The program is open to international talent with outstanding research achievements in
science and technology. For example, the following individuals are eligible: A recipients
of internationally prestigious awards such as the Nobel Prize or the Fields Medal; A
lead authors of papers published in world-renowned academic journals; A researchers
holding international patents or possessing outstanding technologies; and A professors
and researchers who have conducted research at world-class universities or research
institutions for a certain period of time. Additionally, researchers with high growth potential
may be recommended by the Top Talent Recommendation Review Committee even if they
do not meet the quantitative criteria.

Y What benefits are available?

Y With a Top-Tier Visa, not only the researcher but also their family can live a stable life in
Korea. Key benefits include the immediate issuance of the Resident Visa (F-2) not only to
the researchers but also to their spouses and minor children; the waiting period required
to apply for permanent residency (F-5) is reduced from 5 years to 3 years; and parents and
domestic workers are permitted to stay in Korea (F-1).

ﬂ How do | apply?

X First, the university, research institution, or corporate research lab wishing to invite foreign
talent must apply to the Ministry of Science and ICT for a letter of recommendation. After
obtaining the recommendation from the Ministry of Science and ICT, the applicant submits
a visa application to the Ministry of Justice; following a review, the visa is issued within two
weeks. Applications for visas and residence-related services can be submitted online (Visa
Portal, HiKorea), making the process even more convenient.
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KIS For Readers
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