SLTIOA ONIYdS 9¢0¢

5
2
m
>
2z
2
0]
2
5
©)
P4
w
m
Py
<
@)
m

MIHI2! ol= S&IMHZ!

KOREA IMMIGRATION SERVICE MAGAZINE

K-Synergy
FESSRBIEH,

S22 Al4o| 32 Hj 7L 0|0 |
ST S41 tiTMS Q1A

e e e

RFSAIAFRIENto| 515

HOHd XO0I31. 0|20 XiXH (=]
HT T ad™ QI:'?u_I o —|ET
KOREA IMMIGRATION SERVICE, MINISTRY OF JUSTICE



Letter &

KOREA IMMIGRATION SERVICE MAGAZINE

ehH| &op7k= &8 HolsH

MZ2 HEO| AHElE 2 RE0A =

M=2 EYS HE2H gch

Sh= ARS|0f M &0 k= B2 L-2= 210l =

O AZ2 K 3tLfo| AlEtS o|DgfL|Ct.

0|1 250N = H=0llM AHER =TS 0/017H= 0IZ2] 4,

T2 22| Aks7t e S0Vt SE L EES
IS

312 TRHT ScfoAf Zefstol T 0jop|E
W UKD s B3 B4 B4l ojop7et
4K £ |2 olRolo| HEjs (S SR 0182

Qlsll SEMFoh= AHSTEUR - 2= KSelAt
=
=

202 Q|ROIYMELE A2 0fSO2 22 To[stD

33,2030 0|21 D|2H=FS HHSI0] 52|
21T 7X|, LA s, obHet =g, =210

=]

fote AFe|SE, =0l QIFESE ZEet= EE7|

ol AstEP ofinle cipteiZE Sl

S|
o
T2l AHMERE 74 LS IELICE

Welcoming Spring Together

Spring, the season that marks the beginning of a new year,
always reminds us of a fresh start.

For the countless Koreans and foreigners living in Korean
society, this season also signifies a new beginning.

In this spring issue, we feature the lives of those taking on new
challenges in Korea, as well as the spirit of “coexistence” that
our society is building together.

We introduce the story of a Mongolian volleyball player who is
making his mark on the Korean professional volleyball scene and
writing his own story of challenge; a day in the life of the Incheon
International Airport Immigration and Foreigners’ Affairs Office’s
automated inspection task force, working tirelessly to ensure
convenient automated immigration clearance for short-term
visitors from 42 countries; and the diverse scenes of “Hambak
Village” in Yeonsu-gu, Incheon, created by a community of
immigrants, including compatriots from Central Asia.

The Immigration and Foreigners Policy Headquarters is also
welcoming spring with a fresh outlook.

Last March, we announced the “2030 Immigration Policy Future
Strategy,” presenting the direction and standards for immigration
policy as a mid- to long-term national strategy encompassing the
recruitment of high-caliber talent from abroad, the revitalization
of the people’s economy, secure border management, social
integration that resonates with the public, and the protection of
foreigners’ human rights.

We expect this year to mark the first year of the new immigration
policy being promoted by our headquarters.

Furthermore, we have implemented the long-awaited
integration of residency status for compatriots (F-4), a long-
standing aspiration of the domestic and overseas compatriot
communities. This historic shift resolves controversies over
discrimination based on country of origin and enables the
860,000 compatriots residing in Korea to settle down stably.

For a society where our daily lives grow closer, like a warm spring
day, and for a Republic of Korea where diversity harmoniously
coexists, the Immigration and Foreigners Policy Headquarters
will continue to strive.

Thank you.

Cha Yong-ho,

Commissioner Korea Immigration Service
Ministry of Justice
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‘Overseas Korean Status Consolldatlon Pollcy,’ B

Overseas Korean (F-4) visa.

The period of stay (up to 3 years) will be
granted based on Korean language proficiency
and the enrollment/completion of the Korea
Immigration & Integration Program (KIIP).

Individuals with a criminal record involving
murder, rape, drugs, or voice phishing are
ineligible for the F-4 visa.

The two different visas for overseas Koreans will be consolidated into the

H Issuance of Overseas Korean (F-4) Visa
Current Work and Visit (H-2) visa holders
may change their visa status to F-4 visa
u by submitting a ‘Consolidated Application
Form.
X Additional documents may be required
during processing
X Online Application is available via Hi,
Korea(www.hikorea.go.kr).

- Issuance of Work and Visit (H-2) visa will be suspended.

Please note ‘ - Current H-2 visa holders may remain in Korea until their allowed period of stay expires.

F-4 visa holders will be eligible to work in a broader range of occupations.

F-4 visa holders will now be able to engage in 10 occupations that were previously restricted.

: e : : loading/ ;
construction mining loading/unloading g manual packaging
unloading laborer
laborer laborer laborer : laborer
(miscellaneous types)
Newly
Perm'tt_ed manual labeling gas station store shelf parking vending machine
Occupatlons laborer attendant stocker attendant attendant

Benefits will be provided to individuals with high Korean proficiency or

outstanding volunteer records.

Y Individuals who demonstrate high Korean language proficiency or an outstanding record of volunteer work
[ﬁ.,* will be eligible for relaxed income requirements* when applying for Permanent Resident (F-5) visa.
-4

* High Korean language proficiency (completed KIIP level 5): at least 70% of the previous year’s GNI per capita.
Volunteer work experience of 100 or more hours within the previous 6 months: at least 80% of the previous year’s GNI per capita.

For more information

@) Immigration Contact Center
under the Ministry of Justice
(Call T34 5, without area code;
interpretation available)

@”. Overseas Korean Residency
@ Support Centers designated
by the Ministry of Justice
(23 locations nationwide)

Hi, Korea website
www.hikorea.go.kr

&)
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G )yecTBeHHukoB”.

1

El Ko Bcem cTpaHam 6yayT npuMeHsiTbCS H Npenoctasnenune cratyca
€AVHbIe KpUTepun. npeobiBaHus F-4

B 3aBVMCMMOCTV OT YPOBHS BNafeHNsi KOPENCKIM
A3bIKOM, a Tak>Xe hakTa perucTpauym u npoxo
XXAEHVS MPOrpaMmbl coLmanbHON NHTerpauuy,
cTaTyc npebbiBaHus 6yaeT NnpefocTaBnsaTbCs

Ha CPOK A0 3-X IET C BO3MOXHbIMU Pasinynsimm

Pa3po3HeHHble KaTeropmm ctatyca npeobbiBaHUsA A1 COOTe4YeCTBEHHMKOB OyayT 06be
AVNHEeHbl B eQUHbIN cTaTycC - “cTaTyc Ang 3apy6eXXHbIX cooTe4eCcTBEHHUKOB (F-4)”

Jlnua, B HacTosiLLiee Bpems umetoLLie
cTaTyc npe6biBaHus H-2,

CMOryT U3MEHUTbL ero Ha cTaTyc F-4
NnocpeacTBOM NoAaun
“NHTErpnpoBaHHOrO 3aaBNeHns”.

no CPOKY. x B npouecce paccMoTpeHusi MoryT
et T noTpe6oBaTbCs AONONHUTESbHbIE
‘ ! Jvua, nmetoLme cyoumMocTb 3a YBUNCTBo, OOKYMEHTHI.
n3HacunoBaHue, HapkoTMKM, a TakxXe 3a x [Nopaya 3asBneHNsi BO3SMOXXHa B
; MOLLUEHNYECTBO, HE CMOTYT MOJTyYnTb CTaTyC 3/1eKTPOHHOM BUe Yepe3cuctemy
| cooTe4vecTBeHHUKa (F-4). HiKorea www.hikorea.go.kr

MpekpalleHa Bblgavya HOBbIX BU3 “BU3UT C MPaBoOM Ha TPyO0ycTpoucTBo H-2”, npu aTom nivuam, yxe
MMEIOLLIMM OaHHbIW cTaTyc, pa3peLleHo npebbiBaHne B CTPaHe [0 MaKCMMasibHO pa3peLLuéHHOro cpoka.

WNudopmaunsa ‘

2 Pa3swupeHue cchep TpyaoycTponcTBa gns nuu, umerowmx cratyc F-4

MpepycmaTtpuBaeTca pacwumpeHue ccep TpyaoBOW AeATeNIbHOCTU ANs
AencTteylowmnx obnaparenen cratyca F-4.

ﬂonyuj,eHo HekBanudnumpoBaHHbIii ST NPT npouve pabouve
pacwuunpeHue aﬁol::mgl 5 pabounii B pabounii no norpyske un n‘; e psouHo» pabounii No pyyHow
cchep B ropHof06LIBalOLLEi pa 3rpyske PY: ynakoBKe
= CTpouUTENbCTBE pasrpy3o4HbiM paboTam
TpyOooycTpoucTBa MPOMBbIWNEHHOCTN
1 O paboTHMK No &
s oneparop o6cnyXuBatoLLnin
pabounii No py4HOMy Hak = NoAAepPXNBaHNIO
aBTO3anpaBoYHO PaGOTHUK NapkoBKM nepcoHan Topro.bIx
no Bnaam NenBaHNIO STUKETOK nopsiaka B TOProBoM
i cTaHuumn(3anpasLLmK) aBTOMaToB
npoceccuin nometLeHm

npeHOCTaBﬂeHlﬂe JbroT nyam C BbiICOKMM ypoBHEM BiageHus KOpeﬁCKMM

A3bIKOM U 3aHUMaoWnmvics BOﬂOHTépCKOﬁ AeATeJIbHOCTbIO

B oTHOLWeEHNM NuL, 06n1afaroLLmx BbICOKMM YPOBHEM BIafEHNS KOPEVCKUM SA3bIKOM, a TakXKe NUL, C

ﬁ-, BbloarnoWMMNCA nokasarenamm B cd)epe BOJ'IOHTépCKOVI [eATeNbHOCTU, NPy Nnogayvye 3asdaBneHna Ha nonyyeHne
* cTartyca NoCTOsIHHOro BAa Ha XuTenbeTsa (F-5) nprMeHsieTCA MOHMKEHHBIN KpUTepui goxoaa*
q * [Insi v, yCnewHo 3aBepLInBLLKX 5-1 ypOBEHb NPOrpaMmbl COLMAnbHON MHTErpaLmi (C BbICOKUM BNafeHNeM KOPENcKnM Si3bIkoM), ycTaHaenneaeTcs TpebosaHne
ﬂ K goxofy B paamepe He MeHee 70% BanoBOro HaUVoHanbHOro oxoaa Ha aywy Hacenexus (BHM) 3a npeabiaywwii rog.

[ns nuu, UMeoLLMX NOATBEPXXAEHHDIN OMNbIT BONOHTEPCKON AeATeNbHOCT B 06béMe He MeHee 100 yacos 3a nocnefHve 6 MecsLEB, yCTaHaBNNBAETCS
TpeboBaHue Kk goxoay B pasmepe He meHee 80% BanoBOro HaLMoHaNbHOro AoxoAa Ha aywy HaceneHus (BH/) 3a npeapiayLwuin ro.

CnpaBoyHas nHpopmaums

@) VHchopmaLmonHbIil LeHTp Ans A  LleHTpbI NoAAepPXKY 3apy6eXXHbIX

- i
x::;::: REIDARACH I NCI SpCIed 9)] gf%:: :I’Hbm e ‘. COOTeUYEeCTBEHHUKOB, Ha3HaYeHHbI

}  MuHuctepctsom FOctuumm
(734 5 6es kopa ropoaa, npepocTasnseTcs www.hikorea.go.kr P L

(23 ueHTpa no Bceli CTpaHe)
ycnyra ycTHOro nepesopa)
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2030 View details of
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Korea Immigration Service
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Department (KTV)
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Ministry of Justice Announces
‘2030 Future Strategy for
Immigration Policy’

On 3 March, the Ministry of Justice announced
the ‘2030 Future Strategy for Immigration Policy’.
This policy sets out new directions and criteria

for immigration policy, encompassing the
recruitment of high-calibre talent from overseas,
the revitalisation of the domestic economy, secure
border management, social integration that
resonates with the public, and the protection of
the human rights of foreign nationals. Let’s take a
look at the key points.

-

. Expanding the Attraction of Overseas High-Calibre
Talent and Strengthening Regional Industrial
Competitiveness

- Expanding the eligibility criteria for ‘Top Tier’ visas |

Introducing a visa for skilled technical personnel in
development sectors (E-7-M, K-core visa) | Selecting
universities to train foreign care workers

« Pilot introduction of a special scheme for small business

owners to revitalise local communities | Introducing a skilled

visa for agriculture and fisheries | Expanding the seasonal
worker scheme for contracted agricultural work

2. Innovation in the visa system and immigration
administration

+ Overhaul of the employment visa system | Establishment
of an integrated public service platform | Promotion of
agency services for immigration and emigration matters
| Introduction of a registration system for organisations
recruiting foreign talent, etc.

3. Scientifically designed foreign labour inflow

+ Estimation of foreign labour inflow volumes through big data
analysis | Establishment and operation of a ‘Foreign Labour
Wage Advisory Committee’ to set wage requirements
(minimum thresholds) by type of foreign worker

A

. Blocking High-Risk Foreign Nationals, Favouring
Companies that Employ Foreign Nationals in Good
Faith

+ Establishment of an Al-powered immigration screening

system | Introduction of the K-Trust corporate certification

scheme

5. Strengthening Integration and Protection of
Immigrants’ Rights

Initiatives to improve perceptions of the Korean diaspora |
Expansion of social integration programmes | Legislation
to establish a council for the protection and promotion of
human rights for foreign nationals, etc.
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ON AIR KIS

KIS Zone
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ON AIR KIS

KIS Zone
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Consolidation of Overseas Compatriot

Residence Status (F-4):

What Will Change?

Any further
questions?

Announcements on the
HiKorea website

T rld
)

Foreigners’
Comprehensive
Information Centre:

1/3]4/5]

(no area code required)

23 Overseas Compatriot
Residence Support
Centres nationwide

2026 SPRING vol.75

Y What is the consolidation of overseas compatriot residence status?

Y Until now, overseas compatriots have used different residence statuses, such
as ‘Visitor for Employment (H-2)’ and ‘Overseas Compatriot (F-4)’. From now on,
regardless of their country of origin, they will be consolidated under the ‘Overseas
Compatriot (F-4)’ status.

Y What will happen to existing H-2 (Visitor Employment) visas?

Y From 12 February 2026, new H-2 visas will no longer be issued. Those who already
hold an H-2 visa may remain in the country normally until the end of their permitted
stay, and may apply to switch to F-4 status even if their current stay period has not
yet expired.

Y What are the fees for changing to Overseas Korean (F-4) status?
Y When applying to change from Visitor-Worker (H-2) status to Overseas Korean (F-4)
status, the status change fee (100,000 won) is waived until 31 December 2027.

Y What are the benefits of obtaining an F-4 visa?
I} You can stay in Korea for a longer period with greater stability whilst engaging in
employment activities.

B will the types of jobs | can take up change?

Y Employment opportunities have expanded in certain sectors. Whilst there were
previously restrictions, you can now work in certain fields experiencing labour
shortages (e.g. unskilled labour on construction sites, logistics and packaging work).

Y How long can | stay?

I Depending on individual circumstances, you can stay for up to three years. It is
particularly advantageous if you can demonstrate Korean language proficiency or
have participated in social integration programmes.

B Does this help with applying for permanent residency (F-5)?

I} Ves, it does. If you have good Korean language skills or consistently engage in social
participation activities (e.g. voluntary work), the conditions for applying for permanent
residency may be relaxed.
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