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| Editor’s Letter |

Dear readers,

The colorful autumn leaves that once painted the world

so beautifully have fallen, and winter is fast approaching,
bringing with it a chill that makes us long for warmth. As
the year draws to a close, we would like to express our
heartfelt gratitude to our readers for your continued interest
in and support of immigration policy.

Throughout this year, the Korea Immigration Service has
strived to advance immigration policies that achieve a
balanced harmony of national interest, integration, and
human rights, while addressing the diverse challenges posed
by demographic changes.

Recently, concerns about the safety of our citizens have
grown due to a series of criminal incidents in countries such
as Cambodia, Laos, and Myanmar. In response, we swiftly
implemented measures to protect the lives and safety of our
people, including strengthened travel advisories starting at
the point of departure to raise awareness of potential risks.
Domestically, to firmly address illegal activities that threaten
public safety and social order, we carried out the 'Second
Joint Government Crackdown on Undocumented Foreign
Residents' in an effort to establish a fair and lawful system of
residence for foreigners.

As Korea enters an era with over one million foreign
workers, it is increasingly important to recognize that those
living and working in our society are valuable members
who deserve protection and respect. To help address the
challenges faced by foreign workers—such as language
barriers and complicated relief procedures—we have been
offering integrated support through the Tmmigration
Contact Center (1345)" since last October. This one-stop
service brings together various agencies to ensure practical
protection and the safeguarding of their human rights,

In the coming new year, we will continue to implement
more effective policies to move towards a society where
citizens feel safe, foreigners are respected, and people from
different backgrounds harmonize together.

We wish you warmth and peace throughout the winter
season.

Thank you.

Commissioner Yongho

Korea Immigration Service

Ministry of Justice Cha
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i
Demonstrating

Exceptional Research Special
Achievement Naturalization

— Master's/Ph.D. students (Immediate)
l | é__ (K-STAR Track gl_'lg
. recommendation by,the
International University President) Long-term
Student y Residency

(D-2) (F-2)

(Immediate)
[ ]

Continuing Research Permanent
(3 years) Residency (F-5)

Presidents of universities selected through Recommended individuals are granted Long- Individuals who demonstrate exceptional
an evaluation process are authorized to term Residency (F-2) status immediately upon research achievements are eligible to apply
recommend outstanding international graduation, without the need for employment, for Special Naturalization immediately,
students. and become eligible to apply for Permanent regardless of their length of stay in Korea

{ Residency (F-5) status after three years. :

To support the new government's key national initiative of attracting and retaining top science and technology talent, the Ministry of Justice has
established close cooperation with universities. As part of this effort, the visa system has been overhauled to enable outstanding individuals from
abroad to settle more securely and integrate into Korean society as valued members.

The existing ‘Fast-Track Program for Global Talent in Science and Technology' is limited to graduates of the five institutes of science and
technology —KAIST, DGIST, UNIST, GIST, and UST. In contrast, the newly introduced ‘K-STAR Visa Track’ broadens eligibility to include 32
universities, opening the door for more international students to benefit from the program.

If the president of a university selected through an evaluation process recommends an outstanding international student, that individual is granted
Long-term Residency (F-2) status immediately upon graduation, even without employment. After three years, they become eligible to apply for
Permanent Residency (F-5) status. Furthermore, individuals who demonstrate exceptional research achievements are eligible to apply for Special
Naturalization regardless of their length of stay in Korea.

Since the implementation of the system in January 2023 through October 2025, a total of 322 international science and technology professionals
have been granted Long-term Residency (F-2) status and are continuing their research and daily lives in Korea. Applications for Permanent
Residency (F-5) status will be accepted starting in 2026, once the three-year F-2 residency requirement has been fulfilled.

Long-term 322 48 33

Residency
(F-2) 100% 14.9% 10.2%
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Do You Need Help?

The Immigration Contact Center
(1345) Protects the Human Rights of
Foreigners

An integrated safety net has been established to support foreign workers facing challenges
due to language barriers and lack of access to information. Centered around the ‘Immigration
Contact Center (1345),” the Ministry of Justice has developed a system that allows foreign
workers to receive immediate assistance with just one phone call for issues such as human
rights violations, including assault, unpaid wages, and sexual violence. Offering counseling in
20 languages, the Immigration Contact Center (1345) serves as a one-stop support system—
fully equipped to handle everything from damage reports to legal, psychological, and medical
assistance.

B B

The Immigration Contact One-Stop Support for Assault, Unpaid Wages, and Sexual Violence
Center (1345): Protecting the To respond swiftly to human rights violations against foreign workers, the Ministry of Justice has
established an integrated support system centered around the Immigration Contact Center (1345).

Rights of Foreign Workers i ! ot
Now, with no language barriers, help is just one phone call away.

Call 1345 to Connect with All The ‘Immigration Contact Center (1345)" is a multilingual help desk providing information on
Relevant Agencies immigration, sojourn, and daily life in 20 languages. Now, if a human rights violation is identified,
counselors will connect the caller to the appropriate agency based on the type of damage.
) . - Crime: Connected to the Ministry of Justice ‘One-Stop Solution Center’
- Just dial 1345 without an - Overdue Wages, Industrial Accidents, Bullying/Sexual Harassment: Connected to Korea
area code! Workers’ Compensation & Welfare Service, Local Employment and Labor Offices
- Employment System Consultation: Connected to HUG KOREA, Ministry of Employment and
Labor

1345: A Reliable Ally for Case 1. Chinese Worker - Victim of Assault

Foreign Victims Connected to the Korea Legal Aid Corporation for legal consultation, litigation support, and guidance
on medical expense assistance.
Case 2. Female Victim of Digital Sex Crime
Referred to a public defender for victims for legal consultation and support with medical services.

@ “Victims facing difficulties due to language barriers can now get help with just one phone call.”

Preventing Workplace The Ministry of Justice provides multilingual human rights protection information to both foreign

Human Rights Violations workers and employers through text messages and brochures.

- Multilingual guides are distributed during the visa application process, entry inspections,
registration, and stay extension procedures.

- A "Guide to Protecting the Rights of Foreign Workers" is posted in workplaces and dormitories.

Before They Occur

= Whether this guide is properly displayed will be taken into account when employers apply for a
Certificate of Visa Eligibility.

Immigration Contact Center @ Phone: Dial 1345 (no area code needed) @ Languages: Support available in 20 languages

(1345) for Foreign Workers Operating Hours: Weekdays 09:00~22:00 (Only Korean, English, and Chinese available after 6 PM)
The official Korean government channel for protecting the rights and interests of foreign workers.
If you need assistance, please contact the Immigration Contact Center at 1345.
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SME]) 1577-1366

‘™" Human Rights Support
for Foreigners

If you have suffered a human rights violation, do not remain silent-report it.
You will not face any disadvantages for reporting or seeking counseling.

& Assault/Crime Report(Police) 112
2 General Counseling for Foreigners(Immigration Contact Center)
1345, hikorea.go.kr
& Crime Victims(One-Stop Solution Center) 1577-1701
& Foreign Worker Rights Protection, Counseling(HUG KOREA) 1577-0071
2 Emergency Support Center for Migrant Women(Danuri Helpline) 1577-1366

C) Ministry of Justice
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KOREA IMMIGRATION SERVICE, MINISTRY OF JUSTICE



